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Abstract

The objective of this research is to analyze Buddhist teachings for
developing what can be tantamount to the modern concept of human rights. The
research findings reveal that the Middle Path is deep and wide enough to account
for living a good Buddhist life. As a result, the Middle Path, together with the Six
Directions and Karma, can be integrated into the modern concept of human rights,
thus forming a logical basis for what can be referred to “Buddhist version of human
rights”. Certain Buddhist doctrines such as the Karma and the Threefold Learning
have dominated the thinking process of Thai Buddhist monks, especially when it
comes to comparative ethical analysis.

The modern concept of human rights draws its strands from various
schools of thought, especially those of Natural Law, Utilitarianism and Liberalism.
The modern concept is composed of three principles and other important notions,
such as human dignity, liberty, right, duty, fraternity, justice, non-discrimination etc.
The modern concept of human rights is widely viewed as a rights-based ethics.

Buddhist teachings are considered to be a duty-based ethics that has its

social philosophical dimension in the Six Directions, the Five Sila and the Middle



Path. The notions of Kusala and Akusala are fundamental to the Buddhist definition
of good motives and bad ones. Moreover, the doctrines of Karma and Vipaka remain
vital and ingrained in Buddhist worldview.

In addition, the concept of the Threefold Learning, along with other
Buddha Dhamma, was found to have been applied as criteria for deciding the levels
of virtues as well as for defining what should be deemed to be morally right, or what
should be viewed as morally wrong. When it comes to a critical analysis of other
pieces of Buddhist writings, such as those of Buddhadasa Bhikkhu, Somdej Phra
Buddhakosajarn and Phra Maha Vuttichai Vajiramethi, the concept of the Threefold
Learning is likely to be found. When analyzed to the core, assumptions,
presuppositions and other kinds of cultural values and beliefs are likely to be
detected.

The research findings show that as philosophers claim that duties entail
rights, it is all the duties echoed in the Middle Path that can lead to unlimited rights.
After all, the Middle Path is found to be able to complement or even add the
dimension of Buddhist ultimate g¢ood to the modern concept of human rights.
Integration of the UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights with some teachings
selected from the Buddhadhamma has been proposed herein as a theoretical option
for Buddhist society.

Despite the fact that human rights are viewed in high regard or beneficial
for social peace and order, Buddhism and human rights diverge at a foundational
level, notably in the ethical and ontological dimensions. It is noteworthy that an
ethical system of human rights is quite different from that of Buddhism and thereby
the Middle Way is proposed to be a Buddhist version of human rights instead. This
Buddhist version of human rights has been expected to focus more on the notion of
Anattd or no-self and should not encourage people to pursue what is viewed as
excessive individualism. The duty-based ethics which is another dimension of
Buddhist teachings would encourage people to see things as they actually are or to
see the world without illusions. Theoretically and practically, Buddhist ethics should

continue to encourage people to perfect themselves, not only at the level of



morality but also at the highest level of wisdom as long as Buddhist people continue

to follow what the Buddha taught.
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2016].
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1998), p.81.
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““The existence of these hybrid rights makes it apparent that any classification and
hierarchical ranking of rights in international law is not easy and that, indeed, it may be
questionable whether there is any real utility in attempting to do so. Putting rights into particular
categories tells uslittle about the value of a right qua right; it simply provides fodder for
moralizing or choosing a preferred political position in debates about human rights. Ultimately,
however, whether rights are civil, political, economic, social or cultural in orientation makes little

difference to their qualitative status as rights, but it may make a difference to the speed



no

©.€.0 AMULANANNTENINNENTUYBTUAUENSUsTIANBY 9 Tulan
e ndnsuy ey duiesdnstuiiugiu (fundamental rights) vasuywd 39

fla@nswawdios (civil rights) wioAnSnunguuny (legal rights) Fuduansnsgurausazsgle

o9

a

Uy el AU nuan ImuINdsuLarAuLiuYeIuaazsy aety Ansnailiomiedniaiy
NVUNLVBIYAARTIANANAUAIUANYBYIF Ty IR 9ANNITAl AIUAA AIULTD AN
YIRATENA FIULNIVATYFAY ANt NNFIANLaze1 TN widmsunguung
535U SgUNaRg o afesiivinddnituiiugiuresuyedlaenislnaiamunumvy dadu
s nvesyaranfisillunisegsuiuludiaudanan uiasnmainaninuneienisnseii
n15la 9 Adesliluazidinasaimvesddu delu n15ldanssssuvfvesusiaryanaided
A A DY 1Y) i a A ' = U a a
voutvatiefaglvndnuszAunnan¥ndu o lulszviauszuinsusswmaien1ssuans
oA v VO a a ax @ A A Ay v & A v L4 ay v 5
WuReaiu anssssuidaduisesiaisloudila Wussuangiiuyed wasilatuediu

9141970335V

. AMUUANANTENINENTUYBEYUNURNS AN VINnY

a a

. Avduyweru luansmusssuni

9

a

. AnSuyveruduansilinsuwny

a a 6

nSuywesuludnsveayudnnau

2\

en.

a

nBuywerududnslifiveuwntouluna

2\

<.

a a

. AvSuywerududnifliauseaislou Fududosamszyana

a a

@& a aal ia Y a U oa a
. ﬂWﬁMHUS%ULUUﬁWﬁWIMNaﬂWW‘UQ?‘IUELULLU‘ULﬂﬂ'ﬂﬂUﬁWﬁﬂ{]WNWU

Undan1suisinunesteSuieinansuyweruludedunl mszlusfinsiiug

a a a

dnSwaiilas (civil rights)uazdngniengvune (legal rights) AnSuywevu(Menschenrechte)

©

ada =< [ (%

Jgniiarsanindudvdsssuwd wieduansntedieunisinluvessy swdudvsiedau

LY LY

535UYR Fes991ndnSnaiiies (Burgerrechtere) Fuludnsignanivunlasundyaifivig

'
a aada

ngvune (die positive Rechtsordnung) fel @nawaiiasdeiinnalyansnisingruves

a 0:/ a a IQJ U U sz
NONUYTITUTIR HULﬂUU%ﬂﬂﬁ‘U@LT\JUGIJENUﬂﬂQMMWEJLEJEJiMU B

whichthey are implemented by states. Scott Davidson, Human Rights, (Buckingham: Open
University Press, 1993), p.42.

0 Jacques Godechot, la Declaration des Droits de UHomme et du Citoyen, Les
Constitutions de la France depuis 1789, (Paris: Garnier-Flammarion, 1970), p.33.
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" Scott Davidson, Human Rights, (Buckingham: Open University Press, 1993), p.2.

“ La premiére déclaration des droits humains est celle de UEtat de Virginie (Etats-
Unis), écrite par George Mason et adoptée par la Convention de Virginie lel12 juin 1776 (appelée
en anglais le Bill of Rights Américain). Elle a été largement copiée par Thomas Jefferson pour la
declaration des  droits humainsinclusedans la  Déclaration d'Indépendance  des Etats-
Unis dud juillet 1776, par les autres colonies pour la rédaction de leurs déclarations des droits
humains, et par ’Assemblée francaise pour la Déclaration francaise des droits de ’Homme et du
citoyen, ainsiqu'elle aura inspiré lareement la Déclaration Universelle des Droits de

'Homme votée par 'ONU en 1948.
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"l est a principle en droit international quel'état exerce sur ses nationaux des
competences de caractere exclusive. Il n’appartientqu’alui de décider quells sont les individus
qui il reconnait comme ses nationaux et de déterminer les droits et les devoirs qui incumbent
aceux-ci.Néanmoins, sous U'effet des idées du XVIII siécle, une breche a été faite dans la rigidite
de ce principle au profiter de | individu. Depuis le début du XIX siecle, ilest en effet de plus en
plus admis que la communauté international ne doit pas se désinteresser entierement du sort de
Uindividu et peut meme exercer un certain coOntrol en sa faveur sur létat don’t il est
ressortissant. L’action de la communauté international au profit de | individu peut revertir trois
forms. Dans des cas particulierement graves, la communauté internationale-ou en son nom
quelques Etats -peut intervener aupre de UEtat qui inflige un traitement particulierement cruel a
sesnationaux. Des autorités étatiques étrangeres peuvent refuser de reconnaitre de | effet a des
actes emanant d’ un Etat et violant des droits de | ’Thomme. Enfin, les Etats peuvent prendre U’
engagement de reconnaitre et de protéger certains droits de Uindividu; de tells engagements, pris
en meme temps par un grand nombre d Etats peuvent aller jusqu’ a revetir le caractére d "une
veritable législation international en faveur de Uindividu. Comme son nom Uindique, U
intervention d’humanitéest |’ action exercé par un Etat sur un Gouvernement étranger en vue de

’

faire cesser les traitements contraires aux lois de I’ humanite’ qui U infliger evetir diverses forms,
allant de la démarche ayant pour mission de protéger les éléments de la population exposes a
une persécution particulierement grave. Dalloz, (Encyclopedie Juridique: Repertoire de Droitinter-

national, Toulouse, 1969), p.692.
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Should Be Universal?, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005), p.39.
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“ Damien Keown, Buddhism and Human Rights, (Surrey: Curzon Press, 1998), p.129.
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“There is no doubt that Buddhismlags far behind religions such as

Christianity and Islam in developing the framework for a social gospel within which

questions of this kind can be addressed.” “For such an intellectually dynamic
tradition, Buddhism is a lightweight in moral and political philosophy.”b
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€ Damien Keown and Charles S. Prebish, Encyclopedia of Buddhism, (London:
Routledge, 2009), p.405-406.
° Damien Keown, Buddhism and Human Rights, (Surrey: Curzon Press, 1998), p.15.
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@ The most promising approach will be one which locates human rights and dignity
within a comprehensive account of human goodness, and which see basic rights and freedom as

integrally related to human flourishing and self-realization.
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Toulggnsmesuievesmansnasdonau A3ss (Alan Gewirth) 191 TaUsTIUAIY 9 919
aluviaiindeans Tnglddediddifinansanuminesss 9 Ass3ddaueinsusndudiem
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“The English word “right”is derived from the Latin rectus meaning
straight.Both“right”and “rectus”themselves, however, have a more remote
ancestorin the Sanskrit rju (straight or upright). The equivalent form in Pali is uju
(or ujju) meaning “straight, direct, straightforward, honest, upright.” It would
therefore appear that both the objective sense “straight” and themetaphorical
moral sense “rectitude” of the word right referred to earlier occurin Buddhist
as well as Western languages. Despite a common Indo-Europea- netymology,
however, there is no word in Sanskrit or Pali which conveys the ideaof “right”
or “rights”, understood as a subjective entitlement.AlanGewirth has pointed
out that cultures may possess the concept of rightswithout having vocabularly
which expresses it. He suggests that it is importantto distinguish between having
or using a concept and the clear or explicitrecognition and elucidation of it.
Thus persons might have and use the conceptof a right without explicitly
having a single word for it.”
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“ John Mitchell Finnis points out that English term a “right” and “duty” are usually
covered by a single word derived from the form normally translated as “ought”. He suggests that
the best English translation in these cases is“due” because “due” looks both ways along a

judicial relation, both to what one is due to do, and to what is due to one.
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“It seems, then, that the concept of a right may exist where a word for it does
not. Could this be the case in Buddhism? In Buddhism what is due in any
situation is determined by reference to dharma. Dharma determineswhat is
rigsht and just in all contexts and from all perspectives.”
wiluunazuuedn1sins1eiveIny Aans1aisdalaunauiininuiiudidull
ﬂawm%aUﬁiﬁuﬁmzmﬂﬁqﬁméLLa5§m§u1§w8%u1uwwwmﬁmam Lu2AAS 09ANTUY BEYY
donnaosiuAleumefasssuvesnseynsarauiluganaiadn (classic Buddhism) Tagla
yereanuuAnedavsuyveruiiduidameiausssuilaawy (fudatuluglsy
pziunn) usmnuauledn o vesdvsuywevuinifsatesfuiiesninufvosuywsd (human
good) Fehluunnattlvitnaeduussiun dasssuiivimsswsmauuagmaun du o
a1unsadduulaeg1weusssy
“The modern idea of human rights has a distinctive cultural origin, but its
underlying preoccupation with human good makes it at bottom a moral issue
in which Buddhism and other religions have a legitimate stake.”
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UYWL
LnAnheAvsingnilssienluvaneisisiusinglusniudeusuauann
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“ Damien Keown, Buddhism and Human Rights, (Surrey: Curzon Press, 1998), p.15.
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justice) nsl¥#avS (entitlement) Ho1aiiaszsiooniduassgiuuy Ao andlusunisdna
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vddlnglamzansaedasniwlunisiden (freedom of choice) Lufiunazainyuueves
yeraflazfiosgniiansaniiauiimnsiinduidessnaneulsufasiiosyiemumin
“In short, the modern vocabularly and grammar of rights is a many-faceted
instrument for reporting and asserting the requirements or other implications of
a relationship of justice from the point of view of the person who benefits from
that relationship. It provides a way of talking about what is just from a special
angle : the viewpoint of the other (s), to whom something (including inter alia,
freedom of choice) is owed or due, and who would be wronged if denied that
something.”

a a

flatu AmEnII1soAlaud e euRaadlmiulud e nenul U AL A8 NS

Y

= Gl 1 1 1 Y o « . 9 AU a = o < o
flunsgymsmauvielil laenaddn wid “gy (ujw)” TunwudnuanBaiau YUY

“rectus”Tummarfunis “right”lun1¥199nqy LAAII19YAINEIILUATT “RT9” W30

99

« A y M Yo = oo e £ o o ]
NIHNIZPN ll‘lﬂW@Ju’]WULQ\{LUQQGUE]’UL%G]Vﬁ]ﬂaflmqiﬂlsl,ﬂﬁjfl dng IULLUUmngumﬂ LUNIEUU

% a

pudadedn ulwimidnsmednsiuenaiilunssymsmau lnedBamuiue1ansanse

Fulla (Finnis) 189N uilaueinmIn “fAod (ought)” Fenfema1 “due”luniw1dange &9

'
aa ¥ =

A11150dLNAUNITRY09AN S hariRveInuN selulaseasnauselem “due to do” wazlu
Uselga“due to one”
6 & ¥ v} a 4 =3 =
AE@R519158 AU LTAUAIEAULLIANYBIAEAS191ELAULLY DU1A1 (Kenneth

Inada)flélaueinnudnvazaesywd (human quality) Wudesiinelmindns wagin a@ns

wweguasaas I uvanalundnufavayduin (dependent-origination) Tagianiyly



&b

aramneiiuyudiduduniwesnssuaiunisanuduiuiiliaviuddluufaaauvuim
wgliiilasansooglilasfmuifer myudisnfmsuoami/guakasiasnanivesdady
uazfi fogwesdnsiisiemaimsnaedvslumstimiusiuas dvdluainm wazansludin
Baniniiu mansansgRlevliudeiumesuisvesaansnansdduiaiiin s1anmeiiu
wuAniedviuyserududfiosdurenslusuuuunguingvesssmiiuy viwiiues

o |

MaRs19158AlauTIneA1010d1AuENwar Iy wd (human quality) @13159

[ 1

naneiluavsliodndls wazisnazslaegnalsi audhvazveunudynagisaiusanatedu

Y
2

avdvnanguangldluy madumuiuads Wueadnwuzuuuluy wagily minaudnvue
yosywddudsinelfiAnavsidass udhlumansiansdduindedadeslindnujaaayd
vmlun1sesuleme
“What is left unexplained, however, is how human qualities become legal
rights. Do all human qualities extend into rights or only some? If so, which and
why? Finally, if human qualities are what give rise to rights, why invoke the
doctrine of dependent-origination?”
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“The central flaw in the arguments given by Keown and Finnis is to assume
that every kind of “ought” or “duty” entails a corresponding right. For Finnis
this error takes the form of holding ought equivalent not only to “what is due
to do” but also “what is due to one”. For Keown the mistake is thinking that
reciprocal duties always “correspond” to reciprocal rights.”
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“Freedom is never absolute; it isalways relative to something else; freedom

from constraints, freedom to act, freedom for others. Instead of accepting and

understanding things as they are, we seek independence from them in the
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fiction of an isolated selfhood. Ironically, this alienated self-centeredness is
then confused with individual freedom. The aim of dharma practice is to free
ourselves from this illusion of freedom. This is achieved by understanding the
anguish that accompanies such delusive independence, and letting ¢o of the
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confusion and craving that hold it in place.”
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o Stephen Batchelor, Buddhism without Beliefs, (London: Riverhead Books, 1997),
p.70.
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