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Abstract

The thematic paper entitled “A Study of Pali Studies in Sukhothai
Period” has two objectives: (1) to study the Pali studies in Sukhothai period and (2)
to analyze the consequences of Pali studies in Sukhothai period.

It was found that the Pali studies in Sukhothai period was focused in
studying Buddhism based on the Tipitaka (the Pali Canon). Buddhism in Sukhothai
kinedom had been influenced by Sri Lankan Buddhism called “Lankavamsa” which
was introduced to the kingdom by Sri Lanka monks who were invited by King
Ramkhamhaeng. The educational centers were located in the monasteries and
palaces where the monasteries were provided for the children of the public taught
by monks while the palaces for royal children taught by royal scholars. By way of
sending some monks to study in Sri Lanka and inviting Sri Lanka to teach in the
kinedom under the royal patronage, it glorified Buddhist education.

In Sukhothai kingdom, Pali studies or Tipitaka studies was well
promoted and supported by the king; the monks who passed the Tipitaka studies
were specially praised and promoted by the king; even the king himself was a
specialist in Buddhism, becoming a monk for sometimes; and the palace were
allowed to be the Buddhist educational center for monks and novices. King Lithai
(one king of Sukkhothai kingdom) composed a famous book named “Tebhumikatha”
(The three worlds) in which maly Pali texts like the Tipitaka and later scriptures were
referred showing the king’s ability and knowledge in Buddhism. It can be said that
Pali studies in Sukhothai period was very popular and advanced mainly coming from
the royal patronage.
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