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ABSTRACT

This research is to study the noble laymen’s enlightenment of Dhamma, the

role in leading their lives and the planes of existence in Buddhism.

From the study, it is found that the laymen’s and the monk’s enlightenments
are not different. Most laymen can listen to the gradual instruction (Anupubbikatha) and
the Four Noble Truths (Catu-Ariyasacca) from The Buddha or the Buddha’s disciples
after which they can develop their minds according to the Principles of the Triple Study

(Ti-Sikkha) upto the state of dedicating all defilements.

Regarding the roles in leading their lives, the laymen carry on the lives
according their own doctrinal states :- the state of being the Streamer Enterer, and of
being a Once Returner, still leading their lives as laymen . They are responsible for their
duties and responsibilities; In the case of the Never Returner (Anagami), though they
lead their lives in houses, yet they conduct their lives properly without sexual conduct.

Whenever the laymen who attain the Fruit of the Worthy One (Arahattaphala), after



attaining the state of the Fruit of the Worthy One, must give up the world and become

ordained, or expired on the day of attaining the Fruit of the Worthy One.

The Noble Laymen'’s roles in practising the Buddhist Dhamma are the same
as those played by ordinary laymen, but the former people can practise the

BuddhaDhamma better than the ordinary laymen.

The religious roles played by the Noble Laymen are more stable in the Triple
Gem than those played by the ordinary laymen. They are without misery and are carried

out in support of Buddhist Principles.

Regarding the Stream Winner’'s and the Once Returner's planes it is true
that they will not be born in the state of loss and woe, the state of evil, the state of bad
falling or the hell, but they can be born in the state of human beings. The Never Returner
will be born only in the Pure Abode (Suddhéavasa). For the Noble One, there are 2

planes (1) He becomes ordained on that very day. (2) He passes away on that very day.
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