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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this thesis i1s to study of elephants in
Buddhist Literature. It is divided into 3 parts, viz : -

(1) The meaning, kinds, the characteristics, together with

biography of elephants

(2) The relationship of elephants with Buddhism

(3) The influence of elephants in Buddhist literary works

towards Thai societies.



From studying of elephants in Buddhist literature, the
researcher has found an important essence in this research as
follows :-

I. In Buddhist scriptures, elephant is a quadruped, this
womb - creature, aboding in the realm of the brute creation. It can
be categorized into 10 species. Each kind of which has a bodily
particular specification.

In zoology, an elephant is a mammalia which possesses
of tusks, trunk, 4 legs, grazing, and the body bigger than any
kind of other land animals. Now, there are 2 species,the Indian
and the African elephants. The Indian or Asian elephant belongs
to the same family with Thai elephant.

2. The elephant has the relationship to the principles of
Buddhism; such as charity, -carefulness, forbearance, 108 propitious
images in the Buddha’s footprint, commendation of the Fully
Enlightened One’s virtue, and the rules of discipline of the Order.

In personal aspect, the elephant is related to the Lord
Buddha, a Silent Buddha, Bodhisatta, disciples of the Awakened One,
monks, and one of the 7 gems to signify a great monarch.

3.In Buddhist literary books, the elephant has influenced to
Thai societies in culture, tradition, Thai art, education and economics
from the past up to now.

In contemporary Thai societies, it 1s found that a white

elephant is regarded as a symbol of Thai nation. As a consequence,



Thai Elephant Day is declared to be on the thirteenth of March
every year.
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