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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims at studying the explanation of Paticcasamuppada in the Three
Baskets and the comparison of the explanation of Paticcasamuppada given by
Buddhaghosacariya and Buddhadasa Bhikkhu

Paticcasamuppada is the important Buddhist doctrinal principle. It is the
doctrine of the Middle Paths and does not lean most to the Sassataditthi and
Ucchedaditthi. It is related to other important Doctrinal Principles in Buddhism such
as the Four Noble truths, the Three characteristics and so on. Buddhaghosacariya
explained that the Paticcasamuppada took the time of 3 births, the past, the present and
the future, in order to arise in one round. His explanation emphasized the bodily birth
more than the mental one. On the contrary, Buddhadasa Bhikkhu refused to explain the
Paticcasamuppada in the bodily way such as the birth which is the process of coming
out from the mother’s womb, but he explained the Paticcasamuppada as the mental
state arising completely in all round within a short time of the present life. On each
day, the Paticcasamuppada can arise quickly in every round at the present life. From

the comparison between the explanations given by  Buddhaghosacariya and
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Buddhadasa Bhikkhu, it is found that both the Venenerables gave explanations mainly
with the help of the Buddha’s words. Regading the differences, it depends on each of
the Monks’ ideas, viewpoints, understanding, interpretion and holding the points. Both
types of the explanation mentiond above, though they are different and have different
standpoints, are mainly not contrary to each other and mainly supporting each other.
The explanation given by Buddhaghosacariya is of the significant points as
follows :- To promote the people to foresee the result of actions of a long period in the
next state, whereas the explanation given by Buddhadasa Bhikkhu is of the significant
points in supporting the people to be more interested in the result of the present action
than that of the future action. Thus, the explanations given by the two venerable monks
aim especially at a particular point because of the main principle that the result of
action can be found both in this present world and the future one. Looking all around,

one can find that both the explanations support each other to be of completion.
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