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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research is to. A Study of Child Development Based on
the viewpoints of Phra Phrommanggalajaraya. (Ven. Pafinananda Bhikkhu) The first
part is to study the principles of developing the children in Theravada Buddhist
Scripture, the second part is to study the principles of developing the children in
Ven. Panfiananda Bhikkhu’s viewpoint. And the last part is to study the application of
principles of developing the children to societies. The result of this research can be
concluded into three points.

Firstly, the concept of developing the children in Buddhism, in which the
children are considered as human beings who are of physiques and spirits. It is
necessary for the children nurturing to rely on these factors in order to make it
proportional and consisting of virtue as the core of the development. According to the
development of virtue, the children nurturing should be in the principles of three
studies : precept, concentration and wisdom. The principles of precept is to train the
children the bodies and speeches in well speaking, well behaving, and well self-living in
societies. The principle of concentration is to be diligent and concentrated in study.
The principles of wisdom focuses on training the children in the right views. The right ways
of children nurturing in Buddhism are the virtues which are the spiritual bases for correct

and righteously behaving.
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Secondly, it is found that the principles of developing children according to
Ven. Pafinananda Bhikkhu’s viewpoint are harmonious with the principles and processes
of human development in Buddhism. All his applied principles in use are integrated in the
Dharma principles which are The three Studies:- morality, concentration and wisdom in
order to develop children proportionally. Morality will be used in physical development
as well as the concentration and wisdom are applied to the spiritts. Morality is the
appropriate way of nurturing the children in raising, giving food and providing rest.
Concentration is the way to make the mind pure, which is important for children, regarding
the teaching of wisdom, Ven. Pafinananda Bhikkhu taught the children to think
reasonably. The important point is that he used the principles of looking after the
children by considering of the bodies, the minds, and the wisdom. He also used the
Buddhist ways as the center of developing everything.

Finally, the study of the application of the principles of developing the children
used in the present societies is that the roles of social institutions can partly help
developing the children such as the family institution (the parents’ roles), the educational
institution (teachers’ roles) and the religious institution (monk’ roles). All the three
institutions can apply the Dharmic principles to behaving and practising together with
organizing activities and projects for the children. In the association with friends, it is the
duty concerning with parents to teach and train the children in good friendship
self-behaving, and suggest them appropriate ways of living. Applying the Dhamma
principles should be done property according to one’s status and roles. The objective is to

generate the children of nation to be expert, good, and happy further in sociesties.
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