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ABSTRACT

The main purpose of this thesis was to undertake a comparative study of giving
between in the Buddha’s time and the present time by carrying a case study of Muang-kao
Sub-district, Muang district, Khonkaen province and by studying methodologically from
documents and deeply interviewing. It was found that:

Like giving in the Buddha’s time, the purposes of giving that were known by
people in Muang-kao sub-district, Muang district, Khonkaen province was to worship virtue
done by the past ancestors, to give their supporters and related persons, to favour the poor,
and to cut off niggardliness. The difference was also found that there was someone to give
in order to get a returned benefit.

Like giving in the present time, the characteristic of giving in the Buddha’s age
was to give things, i.e. four fundamental elements of life—clothes, food, houses and
medicine. The characteristics of giving ten things (10 Danavatthus) were practically done in

the following ways: to give with true faith, to give with a gentle manner, to give in an
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appropriate time, to give with compassionate mind, to give without disturbing oneself and
the others, to give to a group of Buddhist monks, to give to a specific person, to give things
that were not remnants, to give things by oneself, to give with great intention before
donating with confirming moral mind, great faith that the giving would bring happiness and
enjoyment to human life in the present time, and finding for the only pure things morally to
be given, to give pure and fine things, to choose a moral receiver before giving, to give
constantly, to become happy while giving, and to be very delighted after giving.

Basically, there were two kinds of giving: (1) Amissadina—to give things such
as rice, drinking water, and medicine; and (2) Dhammadana—to give Dhamma as Dina, i.e.
to give the others instruction and training in order to understand a way of moral life.

The Muang-kao people’s practical form and method of giving were to follow
the Buddha’s teachings and local traditions of the ancient time that were continuously
derived from the past to the present. They were Hit Kalong 14 (E-saan traditional doctrines)
that contained a special characteristic different from a form of giving in the Buddha’s age.
As an important pattern of giving, they were Bunkhaokam, Bunkoonlarn, Bunkhaoji,
Bunphraves, Bunsongkran, Bunbangfai, Bunchamra, Bunkhaopansa, Bunkhaopradabdin,
Bunkhaosark, Bun-orkpansa, and Bunkrathin. These were a right form of giving according
to the Buddhist instruction that intervened appropriately in the local traditions of a Muang-
kao sub-district.

In this study, it was found that there were five characteristics of the Muang-kao
people’s giving: to give with true faith, to give with great respect, to give in appropriate
times, to give with favourable mind and to give without any exploit of oneself and the
others. A worthy man gave pure, elaborate and appropriate things in appropriate times. He
selected and gave only to the moral persons. He continuously made giving. While giving, he
became happy. After giving, he was very delighted.

The main purposes of the Muang-kao people’s giving were to worship virtue
done by the past ancestors, to favour the poor, to cut off niggardliness, to give a known

person and the other who had given them before.
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